


ÁNoma: in Greek, 

ñto devourò

ÁCancrum Oris : in Latin,  

ñgangrene of the mouthò

ÁCiwon Iska: in Hausa, 

ñthe wind diseaseò
C.O.Enwonwu, Archs of Oral Biol, 1972
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È Destroys the soft tissues 

and bones of the face

È Starts as an ulcer in the 

mouth 

È RAPIDLY spreads 

through orofacial tissues

È Has a mortality rate of 

70-90%

È Claims 140,000 children 

per year
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Complex Interaction between:

Á Malnutrition

Á Intraoral infections

Á Compromised Immunity
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The Surgical Treatment of Noma (2006)



Noma is 
NOT 

Contagious

Healthy 
Children do 

NOT 
develop 
noma
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Malnutrition

Recent Immuno -
suppressive Infection

Lack of Access 
to Medical Care

Poor Hygiene 
and Sanitation

Extreme Poverty
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È Both Severe and Moderately malnourished children are at risk

Lack of essential micronutrients

Nutritionally Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome 
(Nutritional AIDS)

Growth Stunting
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È Contamination of food & water with human and 

animal waste

È Poor personal cleanliness

ÁLack of brushing teeth, bathing regularly, and washing 

hands and face

È Custom of bringing livestock into family living 

quarters
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È Common immuno-suppressive infections that are 

precursors of noma include:

ÁMeasles

ÁMalaria

ÁTuberculosis

ÁHIV
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